
 

                                                                

 

Summary: Why archaeologists need to appreciate dog burials 
 
1) A unique spiritual relationship between dogs and humans has existed 

since the dog became a distinct species 12,000-14,000 years ago: 
 dogs have a special cultural significance that other animals do not.  

2) Dog burials are a manifestation of the dog/human relationship:  
we must have a more complete inventory of dog burials worldwide.  

3) With some exceptions, dog burials and mixed human/dog burials 
can be expected in virtually any archaeological site 12,000-14,000 
years old or less that has good bone preservation, regardless of 
locale. 
 
  

                  


